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DSR NO: 103-05-255K 
 

Section 2 Environmental Evaluation 
 

2C Alternatives and Effects 2A Resource 
Concerns 

2B Existing Condition 

Proposed Action No Action Alternative 
 

REMOVE AND DISPOSE OF 

DEBRIS AND LARGE TREES 

FROM THE CHANNEL USING 

ONLY ONE SIDE OF THE 

CANNNEL FOR ACCESS. 

 
 
Leave all debris and large 
trees in the channel. 

 

 
 
Remove and dispose of 
debris and large trees 
from the channel using 
both sides of the channel 
for access. 

 2D Effects of Alternatives 
Soil 

Bank Erosion Estimate 20 tons per 
acre, bank erosion some 
control by existing 
vegetation. 

Removal of debris will 
allow more re-vegetation 
and reduce soil loss to 5 
tons per acre. 

Potential for further 
damage and degradation 
of bank will lead to 
increased soil loss.  

Estimate 10 tons per acre, 
bank erosion controlled 
somewhat by existing 
vegetation. 

     
     
     

Water 
     

DO Low DO from decreased 
water flow. 

Removal of debris will 
result in increased water 
flow and increased DO. 

DO will remain low if 
blockage is allowed to 

remain. 

Removal of debris will 
result in increased water 
flow and increased DO. 

BOD High BOD from 
decomposition of debris. 

Improved BOD by 
removing debris. 

High BOD from 
decomposition of debris. 

Improved BOD by 
removing debris. 

Overall Stream 
Health 

Present SVAP: 4.8 Potential: 5.4 Remain @ SVAP = 4.8 Potential: 5.4 

     
Air 
Particle Matter / 

Dust 
No effect. Slight temporary increase 

during debris removal. 
No effect. Slight temporary increase 

during debris removal. 
     
     
     

Plant 
Riparian Plants Excess debris has 

potential to damage. 
Debris removal will 
protect the existing 

riparian buffer zone. 

Excess debris has 
potential to damage. 

Debris removal will 
protect the existing 

riparian buffer zone. 
Aquatic Plants Few plants - poor water 

quality or low diversity 
in vegetated areas. 

Increase water quality 
and increased aquatic 

plants. 

Few plants - poor water 
quality or low diversity in 

vegetated areas. 

Increase water quality 
and increased aquatic 

plants. 
     

     
Animal 
Aquatic habitat Impaired food web 

quality. 
Quality increased and 

BOD reduced. 
Quality reduce resulting 

in high BOD 
Quality increased and 

BOD reduced. 
Upland habitat Damaged due to debris. Initial damage on one 

side, but leading to 
improved habitat. 

Slight increase in time. Initial damage on both 
sides, but leading to 
improved habitat. 

     
     
Other     

Aesthetics Poor due to clutter. Improved by debris 
removal. 

Poor due to clutter. Improved by debris 
removal. 

Vectors Inc. vector habitat due to 
areas of stagnant water. 

Decrease in vector 
habitat. 

Inc. vector habitat due to 
areas of stagnant water. 

Decrease in vector 
habitat. 
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DSR NO: 103-05-238K 
 

Section 2E Special Environmental Concerns 
Alternatives and Effects Resource  

Consideration 
Existing Condition 

Proposed Action No Action Alternative 
 
Clean Water Act  
Waters of the U.S. 

CWA Jurisdiction.  No CWA 
permit will be needed if debris 
is left in channel. 

Improved water 
quality; CWA permit 
required. 

Decrease water quality; 
increase 
blockage/clutter. 
Debris affecting water 
quality. 

Improve water quality; 
short term increase in 
damage; CWA permit 
required. 

Coastal Zone 
Management Areas 

N/A north of I-12. N/A north of I-12. N/A north of I-12. N/A north of I-12. 

Coral Reefs N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
 Cultural Resources 

None observed on-site.  State 
Level Review. 

None observed on-site.  
State Level Review. 

None observed on-site. 
State Level Review. 

None observed on-site. 
State Level Review. 

 
Endangered and 
Threatened Species 

(FOTG II). 
State level review by project 
type with USFWS&LDWF; 
None noted in project area. 

None on-site (FOTG 
II).  No suitable habitat 
on site (field 
investigation); no 
effect. 

None on-site (FOTG). 
No suitable habitat on 
site (field 
investigation); no 
effect. 

None on-site (FOTG). 
No suitable habitat on site 
(field investigation); no 
effect. 

Environmental 
Justice 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Essential Fish 
Habitat 

N/A Referenced with NOAA N/A N/A N/A 

 
Fish and Wildlife 
Coordination 

State level review by project 
type with USFWS & LDWF; 
Consultation not required for 
debris removal. 

Consultation not 
required for debris 
removal. 

N/A Consultation not required 
for debris removal. 

 
Floodplain 
Management  

Abita Springs Lateral is 
located within 100-year flood 
plain.  Debris in bayou 
increases flood potential. 

Improved function to 
drainage channel by 
restoring pre-storm 
hydraulic capacity. 

100-year floodplain 
function is impaired. 

Improved function to 
drainage channel by 
restoring pre-storm 
hydraulic capacity. 

 
  
Invasive Species 

Common Privet, Chinese 
Tallow, Jap. Climbing Fern, 
Christmasberry, Jap. Honey-
suckle, Bamboo, Tung Oil, 
Gardenia, & Wisteria noted in 
project area. 

Chance of a slight 
increase of invasive 
species due to opening 
some areas. 

No effective increase. Chance of a slight 
increase of invasive 
species due to opening 
some areas. 

 
  
Migratory Birds 

Food and habitat reduced due 
to debris cover, thus less open 
water. 

Food and cover quality 
improved. 

Food and habitat 
reduced due to debris 
cover, thus less open 
water. 

Food and cover quality 
improved. 

 
 Natural Areas 

(FOTG II) 
None identified. 

(FOTG II) 
None identified. 

(FOTG II) 
None identified. 

(FOTG II) 
None identified. 

Prime and Unique 
Farmlands 

(FOTG II) (Soil Survey) 
Pr & St located adjacent to 
lateral, urban areas. 

(FOTG II) (Soil 
Survey)  Pr & St 
located adjacent to 
lateral, urban areas. 

(FOTG II) (Soil 
Survey) 
Pr & St located 
adjacent to lateral, 
urban areas 

(FOTG II) (Soil Survey) 
Pr & St located adjacent 
to lateral, urban areas. 

 
  
Riparian Areas   

Riparian area impacted by 
debris accumulation and 
altered hydrology. 

Riparian area 
improved by debris 
removal; some 
temporary impacts 
resulting from access. 

Riparian area impacted 
by debris accumulation 
and altered hydrology. 

Riparian area improved 
by debris removal; some 
temporary impacts 
resulting from access. 

 
 Scenic Beauty 

(FOTG II) 
N/A 

(FOTG II) 
N/A 

(FOTG II) 
N/A 

(FOTG II) 
N/A 

 
 Wetlands 

None observed on-site.  State 
Level Review. 

None observed on-site.  
State Level Review. 

None observed on-site. 
State Level Review. 

None observed on-site. 
State Level Review. 

Wild and Scenic 
Rivers 

(FOTG II) 
LDWF scenic streams list.   
(Not Listed.) 

(FOTG II)  LDWF 
scenic streams list.   
(Not Listed.) 

(FOTG II) 
LDWF scenic streams 
list.   (Not Listed.) 

(FOTG II) 
LDWF scenic streams 
list.   (Not Listed.) 

 
Completed By: __Kent Duerre______________________ Date: __07-25-2006____________ 
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DSR NO: _ 103-05-255K  
 

Section 2F Economic  
 
      This section must be completed by each alternative considered (attach additional sheets as necessary). 

 Future Damages ($) Damage Factor (%) Near Term Damage 
Reduction 

Properties Protected (Private)    
1 house @ $200,000 200,000 25 50,000 
    
    
    
Properties Protected (Public)     
1 Culvert  2000 10  200 
    
    
    
    
Business Losses     
    
    
    
    
Other    
    
    
    
    
    

Total Near Term Damage Reduction $ 50,200 
Net Benefit (Total Near Term Damage Reduction minus Cost from Section 3) 17,400 

 
Completed By: ____ Jeremy Bennett _______________ Date: July 25, 2006 
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DSR NO: 103-05-255K 

 
 

Section 2G Social Consideration 
 
  This section must be completed by each alternative considered (attach additional sheets as necessary). 
 
 YES NO Remarks 
Has there been a loss of life as a result of 
the watershed impairment? 

 x  

Is there the potential for loss of life  
due to damages from the watershed 
impairment? 

x   

Has access to a hospital or medical facility 
been impaired by watershed impairment? 

x   

Has the community as a whole been 
adversely impacted by the watershed 
impairment (life and property ceases to 
operate in a normal capacity) 

x  There is a high potential of flooding in the area due to the debris in 
the channel.  The cemetery has a potential to flood and grave sites 
may be disturbed by the high water levels per residents concerns. 

Is there a lack or has there been a 
reduction of public safety due to watershed 
impairment? 

x   

 
  

Completed By: __ ___Kent Duerre_____________________ Date: __ ___7-25-06___________________ 
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DSR NO: 103-05-255K 
 
 

Section 2H Group Representation and Disability Information 
 

This section is completed only for the preferred alternative selected. 
Group Representation Number 

American Indian/Alaska Native Female Hispanic  
American Indian/Alaska Native Female Non-Hispanic  
American Indian/Alaska Native Male Hispanic  
American Indian/Alaska Native Male Non-Hispanic  
Asian Female Hispanic  
Asian Female Non-Hispanic  
Asian Male Hispanic  
Asian Male Non-Hispanic  
Black or African American Female Hispanic  
Black or African American Female Non-Hispanic  
Black or African American Male Hispanic  
Black or African American Male Non-Hispanic  
Hawaiian Native/Pacific Islander Female Hispanic  
Hawaiian Native/Pacific Islander Female Non-Hispanic  
Hawaiian Native/Pacific Islander Male Hispanic  
Hawaiian Native/Pacific Islander Male Non-Hispanic  
White Female Hispanic  
White Female Non-Hispanic 4 
White Male Hispanic  
White Male Non-Hispanic 3 
Total Group 7 

 
 

Census tract(s) T041204, BG1______ 
 
Completed By:  _Jeremy Bennett________________ Date: __July 25, 2006_____ 
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DSR NO: 103-05-255K 
 

Section 2I. Required consultation or coordination between the lead agency and/or the RFO and another governmental 
unit including tribes: 

 
Easements, permissions, or permits: 
 
Access permission - St Tammany Parish government 

              CWA - Section 404 Permit - Army Corps of Engineers 

              Water Quality Certification - LA Dept of Water Quality             
 
 
Mitigation Description: 
 
Debris will be disposed of on-site outside of streambed area (spread/blown and not piled) on either side. Access areas should 

be limited to the drier of the two banks to minimize impacts to adjacent riparian areas (wetlands) and to minimize detriment to fish 
habitat within stream. Action will be completed without interruption. 
                
               Some existing, water-logged debris left in the channel is preferred/acceptable. Only dead/new debris is to be removed. No 
live trees within the stream bed should be cut.  
                
               Disturbed areas will be seeded to an approved seed mix.  See the FOTG Sec IV - Critical Area Planting NRCS LA - Standard 
342 found in the local NRCS Field Office. 

 
 
 
 

              Agencies, persons, and references consulted, or to be consulted: 
 
 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District              
LDEQ  
LDWF  
USFWS 
St. Tammany Parish Government 

               LDNRCMD (?) 
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DSR NO: 103-05-255K 
 

Section 4 NRCS EWP Funding Priority 
 

  Complete the following section to compute the funding priority for the recovery measures in this application  
(see instructions on page 10).  

 
Priority Ranking Criteria Yes No  Ranking 

Number 
Plus 

Modifier 
1. Is this an exigency situation?              
2. Is this a site where there is serious, but not immediate threat to human life?     X       2e  
3. Is this a site where buildings, utilities, or other important infrastructure 
components are threatened? 

   

4. Is this site a funding priority established by the NRCS Chief?   

 

 
The following are modifiers for the above criteria  Modifier 
a. Will the proposed action or alternatives protect or conserve federally-listed 
threatened and endangered species or critical habitat? 

 

b. Will the proposed action or alternatives protect or conserve cultural sites 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places? 

 

c. Will the proposed action or alternatives protect or conserve prime or 
important farmland? 

 

d. Will the proposed action or alternatives protect or conserve existing 
wetlands? 

 

e. Will the proposed action or alternatives maintain or improve current water 
quality conditions? 

    X 

f. Will the proposed action or alternatives protect or conserve unique habitat, 
including but not limited to, areas inhabited by State-listed species, fish and 
wildlife management area, or State identified sensitive habitats? 

 

 

 

 
Enter priority computation in Section 1A, NRCS Entry, Funding priority number. 

 
 
 
 
Remarks:  
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